Gueflyay, July 19. 1692. 


” Aving for a long time pretended kindnefs 
toa Young Woman, and promis ber 
Marriage if ever in a Capacity to main- 
sain her, fhe thereupon yielded to my unlawful defires, Since 
this I’m fenfible of my Crime, and wou'd willingly make her 
what [atisfation I'm able, but am not yet in a capactty to 
live with her, tho” he’s extreamly apprebenfive that IU for. 
(ake ber, and I under Tempgation of doing it. On the whole 
I defire your Advice, Whether I had not be/t immediately mar- 
ry ber to put ber out of ber Fear, and endeavour tllo to’ make 
her fenjible of the Crime we bave together bin guilty of: Pray 
give a{peedy an{wer ? 

Anjw. His firft Duty is, to be fure he’s truly fenfible 
of his Crime, and troubled for it, and endeavour to 
make her Partner in his Repentance, as fhe has bin ig the 
Sin. Then wethiok *tis a plain cafe, that he ouglit to 
marry her to prevent thofe Inconveniences he has mentt- 
on'd, and many others: And if they are not wealthy 10 
the /Vorld, to depend upon Gods Providence, and en- 
deavour to make up what’s wanting by “howti Indujiry 
and acontented mind. oe 

Queft. 2. Worthy Sirs ! Contentednels in Iensrance ist%e 
greare$ Impediment to Learning, but thé Ingenious are promp- 
sed by their Curiofity to feekfor Solutions to their doub:s, and 
the firft ftep to knowledge is velle Scires Wherefore fince your 
goodnels invites all doubting thoughts 10 have recourse to your 
Learned Society for {atisjaction, I pre{ume on your Patience 
to beg an Anjwer, to this important Queftion. AFriend of 
mine being lately upon the Rotd a Horjeback, was extreamly 
incommoded by lofs of Leather ; which coming .t0 the knowledge 
of one of his Fellow Travellers, be outa waded hit to put 
rwo Elderfticks in bis Pocket, which not onlyeas'd him of his 
pain, but fecur’d the remaining portion of his Pofferiors, not 
yet exgoriated, throughout the reff of hes Fourney : Pray let us 
have the true Philofophical account of this {trange operation ? 

‘Anfw. Grave Sic! Communication of Knowledge is 
the greateft advancement of Learning, but the whimlical 
are prompted by their own Maggots to feekfolution of 


Queft. 1. 


{uch doubts as don’t deferve it, and the firft and laft 


ftep of their Knowledge isto ridicule all others. But ho- 
ping that your goodnefscou’d admit no, duch fioifter 
defiga into your hypercritical Noddle, we fhall for 
once gravely confider what you-have with fo much {2- 
gacity propofed to our Society for a plenary fatisfadti- 
on, and try what we can make of your very impor- 
tant Queftion. You muft know chen that thete'’s a pret- 
ty foreof a bufinefs call’d Sympathy, that no body knows 
what co make of, buc yer it helps out many a poor 
Philofopher at a dead /ift whea he, can’t tell’ what ro fay, 
and @id we only referr to that ia the prefent weighty 
Atfair, We flou’d yet advaaceas far as thoufants have 
done betore us. sBut’not. to reft there, you muft far- 
ther know, that chere ar@ certain very prétty /2ttle atoms, 
E fluviumsy or what you pleaie to call em, that are per 
perpetually flying off dom the mott fold Bodies, and 
roaming wp and dow: the An . 
ther ; nor have they the Wit to direct the own courte 
arighe, buc like meer atoms* as they are, lometimes fall 
foulonctheir Foes, break one another’s Shins, and maul 
every thing chat ftands in their way, ——4s Gods meee 
Gods and jojtie in the dark ; other times they meet their 
Priends, and then there’s fuch fhaking hanes, ars flipe 
and embracitig among ’em, as you cannoc imagine, they 
affift one another as mitch as poflible,.and away they 
march together with doubled torce te grope out and 
deitroy their Enemies. Thus Sir, to come to Inftances, 
we read in a certain famous Philofopher, that ifvany 
fawcy Skipkennel defiles your door, and*pretents you 
witha Caftof his—— without faying by your leave, the 
ready way tobe reveng'd of him is to take a red hor 
Spit and run into the Premifes: Upon which (dye take 


»Cultom of Nations, 
Air no body knows whi- “founds by diferent Fighres and Characters. 


me ) out mufter al] the poor Atoms, ( like the Hornets 
when the Smith run his hot Gad into his Thatch ) add 
abroad they ramble till they beat up.pooreSleips hinder 
Quarters, where finding fome ot ¢ indéed Aroms, 
(tor you know Lads are generally in ha nd can 
feldom {tay to make clean work ) theyPrefentty fall a 
fcraping Acquaintance with ’em, and penetrating che 
Orifice in the fhape of Suppofitors; make fuch a dreadful 
racket, that the little Gentlemaa wonders what’s come 
to him, and, can never be at reff till he leaps into the 
Thames to cool hinielt, 
# 


Ty aud almoft makes it bizz about 
him with chethpatia@kmpyreumatical Qualities imprets'd 
upon chofe partsiimmmmmiank itill be namelefs: So Sir, if 
the weighty cafe aoe the® Bidef-iticks, che parts afore- 
faid being excoriated, an inialty of little particles fy 
off, infenfible indeed to the naked™By®,_ but perhaps dif: 
cernable by the nearer approximation of the olfactory 
Organs, if Sir, you have the curiofity to make 
the Experiment : Now Sig, the Elder-fticks afore- 
laid, havipg in them a Sanative vertue, or the par- 
ticles which do perpetually avolare from them be- 
ing lenitive aud healing, mixfng with thefe before men- 
tion d, which they meet intheir fhort Ramble (no far- 
ther than fromthe bottom of the Breé@hes co che bottom 
of the— ) they are eafily carry'd thither, and ina few 
moments, likethe famous Syrapathetick Powder, perform 
their friendly operation. And this we hope may fuffize 
in reply to this arduous Que/iicn. 

Quelt, 3. Pray why docs not AND fpellTOM; THE 
NED? &c. 

Anfw. In every Letter we are to confider the Power, 
and the Charaéter diftinét from each other ; the Power, 
force, or found, which is the fame, or litrle differing 
in all Nations and Languages: The Charaéfer or Figure 
wheréby thole powers are exprefs'd, which aloft inf- 
nitely difagree, feem perfectly arbitrary, alterable, and 
ftill altering at plealure, as the xew Runic after the old, 
the way of writing by Charaders, and Bp. Wilkias ma- 
ny new Alphabets, to add no more, do fufficiently e- 
vince. To make a!lithis beamy the word AND can be 
no otherwife expreis'd, as to its proper fouad and Pow- 
er, than by choie 3 differenc founds ewhich we exprefs 
to the Eye by the Characters 4. N.D..— but form’din 
theumouth by the Organs of Speech after a differenc 
manner, and all Mankind wou'd, make ufe of thofe 3 
fanye founds to exprefs it—~—~ But for the Charaéters 
whéreby we reprefént thofe founds to, the Fye, with 
us in Englifh, and moft of the European Languages AND, 
they may be alimoft infinitely varied, and evéry Nation 
whole Alphabet beaf's a different Form, will exprefs’em 
in a different manner. There.is therefore no other rea- 
fon why AND, as ’tis written, fhou’d not fpell TOs, 
T.H.E. NED, or NIGK, or your HUMBLE SER- 
VANT, or what youspleale, befides the Inftitucion and 

de has refolv'd®to exprefs thole 


Quelt. 4. PV bat think you of Dr. Wilkins’s .Univerfal 
Character, and Philofophical Languages and whether or no 
you efteer it practicable ? ie 

Anjw. We think that piece of his, wh@tein he treats 
on thofe Subjects, (as well as-other of his Works) de- 
ferves the Righelt Ejteem and Admiration. Twas indeed 
a prodigiovs defign, enough almoftto have trighted any 
buc hia trém the Undertaking —~~Nor yet did he fait 
inthe Attempt, or come fhort in the. moft greedy expe- 
ations. The charader is natural, graceful, and ‘ea/ie, 
containing a lively picture, defcription or inileed definition 
of the shipg ic reprefents ; the Language numerous, Yet 
andobley.as round as the Greek, and more fall and ex- 
preflive thanany extant, if we are not miftaken, and 
yernot much behind the Italian in foftnels.. Alter all, 

, é; 


a 


Le 


‘tis hot only pradficable but ezfie to any who underftand 
Phings ; vay Hf they don’t before, his Syftem is fufiicient 
touinftruét ‘em — This we pronounce pofitively from 


WH OW Experience and Knowledge, being affurd that 
the World is miftaken in the Difficulty of chis as the 
Chinefe Languige,»the latter of which the Fathers can 
now attain che Majftery of, foasto Write whole Books 
elegantly therein ina fhort time, as Afagellans aflures us 
on his oWn Experienc®; and the former a Man may 
Jearnto write, read, and {peak indifferently well ina 
Months time, the’ one great excellency of it is, chat 1¢ 
needs not its own found, but the Charaer may as well 
be read or expreft in any other Language. . 

Queltes. How gyt that Signs and Wonders are {aid to 
be wrought by F alle Proper ? x 

An(w, Phe Queftion is not at all clearly exprefs'd ; 
but we think either the Querift means by his How, by 
What mezrs, or to what End or Reafon. Asto the firit, 
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fwade ’em to embrace a talle Religions or at leait rake 
off their Dependance upon Heaveiemihe Bnd or Keajon 
of God's permitting thofe thingsy-ig@fot the fhowing his 
Glory by greater Miracles, for the Tryal of the goot, and 
jult bardning of the impenitent and wicked, a\\ which may 
be clearly difcover’d in the inftance of Pharaoh, and the 
Magitians of Egypt. 

Quelty 6. How fhill we know which Wonders are wrought 
by God, and which by Satan? 
~ Anfw. Sce our former Anfreers about Misacles, and 
if thofe don’t {atisfie, Objeét again{t ’em. 

Quelt. 7. What are Prodigics, and whereof do they con- 
fift ? 

Anim. We think they may be tolerably thus defcrib’d: 
Any unaccountable or very unuftal Phenomenon in Nu- 
ture, prefented to the World by the Interpofition of tome 
(upernatural Ag That there really are fuch things, 
nay be proved, we think snanfwerably, both from 
the Old Tejtament and the New, as well as the Experience 


of all Ages. / 


{rer 
vent. 


In the Oll, 1 Gen. 14. of the Lights in the 
Heaven, Sun, AMfoon, and Stars, God fays, Let them be 
for Signs — dss gpuciz, lays the 70. Accordingly fays our 
Saviour in the New Tefkament, 21 St. Luke and 11th, 
There fhal be fearfull fights, and great figns from Heaven — 
OUAin hw “pays wreqaact, ald v.25. x tsoou opera, BC. 
And there fhall be Signs in the Sun, and in the Moon and in 
the Stars ; as in efteét there were, at our Saviour’s Death, 
when the Sun wes darkened, and before the Deftruéti- 
on of Ferufalem. 

Quelt. 8. When Prodizies happen in a Countrey where 
there are two different fides or Profeffions in Religion, bow 
it may be known whether of them they concern ? 

An{w. Undoubtedly they concern both, they are fene 
to the Community, and area Warning to all to Repent’? 

Quelt. 9. How we miy know the Circumftances of Pro- 
digics, or when, where, and now they are to bappen ? 

Anfa. It is not to be expeéted this thould be ordin.z- 
rily known, for they would then very probably lofe 
their Operation, and not anfwer their Defign of alarming 
the World. When Armies are feen encountring inthe 
Air, (the Truth of which we can’t doubt, ’twou’d un- 
doubtedly Pole a Galileo, himfelf, to fix the Time or 
Place before hand, or tO give a true and {fatisfaCtory 
Reafon in Nature, how they appear in that dreadful 
Form. li 

Queft. 10. It hath been often. obferved that Canary- 
Wines brought into England fhall ferment here xt the time 
of the Vintage, when the Vines flourifh in Spain, and are in 
the Bud — what think you may. be the Reafon of it ? 

An{w. The Queftion is fo worded, that we hardly 
know what to make of ic — Whether the Querift means 
that Wines are upon the Fret at the time of Vintage, or 
when the Vines are in Flower or in Bud, for they can’t 
be all together, the Flowering time being as far ffom Vin- 
tage as Our Spring is from Autumn. However, we fup- 
pole, if atany time, this happens in the time of Flower- 
ing, and we know no better account of it than what 
Sir Kenelm gives us — That the Vinous Particles, then 
flying off in great Quantities, and firft mingled with the 


Air, are drawn by the Circulation thereof, tho’ at { 
vaft a diftance, to their fimalar fubjtance, miX with the 
Wines, and raife* that. erve(cence or ebullition in 
them. sa 
Queft. 11. A late Virtuofo, in a Philofophical Trea- 
tife, affirms that if a Man hath Quickfilver in his Bow, 
or any where about him, any Gold Ring which he wears 
on his Finger, or but holds in bis Mouth, will turn White - 
and if it be afterwards thrown into the Fire, the Quick filver 
immediately evaporates and flyes away ; and if the fame 
Ring be again held in the Mouth, ‘twill flill grow White 
every time, as long as any Quick-filver remains in the Body : 
Your Thoughts are defired: of the Truth of Fact, and reafen of 
the thing ? 

An(w. It’s the fame Virtuofe reports this, who ta]s 
the former, and many other ftrange Stories: This we 
are jure from Experience and Senie, that Quick flver 
is the moft fubtle and piercing of any Subftance ever yet 
found ; but wherher tt has {0 itrange a Quality, we 
very muci and dome think jt worth the 
while to make the Experiment on our felves or any 
others, and mult ask che Querift Pardon, if ’til]] we 
have done it, we cant give him any certain Refolution 
in this Matter. 
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WoTHE COMPLEAT LIBRARY: 
Or, NEWS POR THE INGENI- 
OVS: Contajning feveral Original Pie- 
ces, an Hiftorical Account of the chor- 
ceft Books newly Printed in England and 
in the Forreign Journals, as alfo the 
State of Learning in tle World. TO 
BE PUBLISHED MONTHLY. This 
for Fune, 1692. By a London Divine, &e 
Printed for John Dunton at the Raven in 
the Poultrey, of whom is to be had 
THE COMPLEAT LIBRARY for 
MAY, being the firit that was Publifke, 


Adbertifentents. 


os | He Seventh Volume of the ATHENI- 
AN GAZETTE wil be Publifhte next 
Monday, Refolving all the moff Nice and Cu- 
rious Queflions, Propofed by the Ingenious of 
either Sex, from Tuefday, May rhe 1oth. to Sa- 
turday, July the ath. 1692. Price2s.6d. This 
Seventh Volume will be neatly done upin Marble 
Paper, with a General Title, Preface and Index 
toit. Prented for John Dunton at the Raveniz 
the Poultrey, where is to be had the Intire Sett of 
Athentan Gazetts, ard the Supplements 'to em, 
and alfo the YOUNG STUDENTS LIBR AL 
RY, bound up all together ( with the Alvhaberi- 
cal Table tothe whole Year ) or elfe in jeparate 
Volumes, ( or fingle Mereurics to this tiinc. ) 


T Mr. Fohn Marfhal’s, at the fign of the Archimedes 
PX and Spectacles in Ludgate-ftreet, London, and at Mr. 
Fobn Gock in Long-Acre, at the Sign of the Telefocpe, Pro- 
fpective Glats-makers, are Leather Frames fold, that 
will not break, asHorn and Yortife-thell doth, nor break 
the Glaffes, as Silver, Stee] and Brafs will, likewife true 
Spectacles : Sold alfo at Mr. Soha Hickes in HalfePaved 
Court 10 S'alusbury-Court, Glals-grinder, of Concave and 
Convex Glafles, alfo all manner of Protpective Glafles 
made and Sold by Wholefale or Retale. 


“LONDON, Printed for FZoyir DuUtiton at the Raven in the Pox/trey, 1602. 
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